
GOOD NEWS 

Friday, 9/07/2007 

Every week we intend to share with you all of the good things that are happening 
to HDFS faculty members, students, alumni, and friends. Please send us your 
GOOD NEWS: 

More Good Press 

Dr. Terri Cooney’s study, ÒGrandmothers Strain Resources to Raise Grandkids,Ó 
has been mentioned in several newspaper publications recently. Terri has just 
recently returned from a research leave in which she studied with some of the 
leading demographers in the Netherlands. 

Passing it On 

 Two HDFS doctoral candidates, Annamaria Csizmadia and Scott Tobias, 
presented at this yearÕs Graduate Assistant Teaching Orientation on August 18, 
2007. They gave up part of their weekend (and time out from dissertation work) to 
offer their insight, knowledge, and experience to new teaching assistants at MU. 
As Associate Graduate Dean George Justice noted, this demonstrates 
Annamaria’s and Scott’s commitment to excellent teaching. Both of these 
graduate students have taught for HDFS, and Scott won the Anderson Teaching 
Award for the entire campus last spring. Thanks to both of you for Òpassing it on!Ó 

 And More Faculty Service 

 Dr. Marilyn Coleman was renamed to the Faculty Development committee. Drs. 
Larry Ganong and Sara Gable serve on the Intercollegiate Athletic Committee. 
All of the Professors in HDFS and nearly all tenured faculty members in HDFS 
serve on one or more campus committees. Just part of the glory . . . 

 You Have to be Old to be Eligible for this List 

 Dr. Larry Ganong is the author of one of the 10 most frequently cited articles in 
the history of the Journal of Family Nursing. This was announced this summer as 
the Journal celebrated its tenth birthday. 

 A New Ridgel Fellow in our Midst 



 Graduate student Anthony James received a Ridgel Fellowship from the 
Graduate School. Anthony was recently accepted into the HDFS doctoral program 
and is the 2400 TA coordinator. This is the perfect job for an Iraq War veteran and 
reserve military officer. The 2400 TA team has been running with military 
precision Ð wonder why? Congratulations on the fellowship, Anthony! 

 New HDFS Graduate Student Officers 

 Dr. Jean Ispa has already announced this august group, but they deserve a Good 
News recognition as well. The new officers for the HDFS Graduate Student 
Association officers are: 

 President: Alison Levitch (fall), Graham McCauley (spring) Secretary: Erica 
Neely (fall), Claire Cook (spring) Treasurer: Shaun Calix Social Chair: Megan 
Zaleuke (fall), Alicia Boatwright (spring) Faculty Liaison: Jonathon 
Beckmeyer MU GSA Representative: Chenyi Zhang GPC Representative: Tyler 
Jamison Office Space Recycling: Hallie Stout 

This is an impressive group. Have a great year! 

Not Wasting a Minute 

 New HDFS Graduate Student Association Treasurer Shaun Calix is not waiting 
any time at all before he launches the new fundraiser. He is collecting money for 
HDFS t-shirt orders. Email him at sic4gb@mizzou.edu. The t-shirts look good and 
the proceeds go to help our graduate students. Buy a shirt! 

  

FOK Moves 

 Boone County FOK meetings have moved into Gentry Hall starting this month. 
Although we appreciated the space rented to us last year by HES Extension in 
University Place, our new ÒdigsÓ are slightly larger and in our own building. New 
furnishings are nearly completed and the first session was held last Wednesday 
night by Dr. Johnetta Morrison and Toni Crowell. Yesterday muscular graduate 
students Graham McCauley, Jonathon Beckmeyer, and Shaun Calix helped 
aging professor Larry Ganong move new tables into Gentry 3. FOK is in its 12th 
year. Dr. David Schramm is the new statewide czar of FOK. LetÕs have a great 
year! 



 Diversity Lecture 

 Our 2007 Diversity Lecture keynote will be delivered on October 5, 2007, 3:30 
p.m. by Dr. Miguel Carranza, Professor of Sociology and Ethnic Studies, 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln in Jesse Wrench Auditorium. The topic is 
Welcoming Latinos to the U.S: Economic and Social Considerations. He has 
conducted research on Latinos in the mainstream as part of the Midwest 
Consortium for Latino Research and the Latino Research Initiative. Please note 
this is a change from the originally scheduled lecture date of October 18th. Dr. 
Johnetta Morrison is chairing the Diversity Lecture committee this year. Please 
come out and support this departmental project. 

 Welcoming Them after Celebrating Them (Last Year) 

 Last year we celebrated in the Good News about our tremendous new faculty hires 
Ð Dr. Christine Proulx, Dr. David Schramm, and Jessie Darko. We were proud 
to say then that we hired the people we wanted and were delighted they decided to 
join us. Now we are proud to say, ÒWelcome!Ó to them. Already they are making a 
difference in the CDL (Jessie), HDFS (Chris), and Extension (Dave). Of course, 
they all are contributing to all three of the land grant missions of MU. They all 
have tremendous energy and seem chock full of good ideas. Keep on eye on them! 
Welcome to HDFS!  

 It’s Baby Time (again)! 

 Last year there were several HDFS babies born in the late summer Ð early fall. 
This year is no different. Dr. Shannon Weaver, who earned three HDFS degrees 
from MU, gave birth on the 29th of August to Deirdre Coleman Blossom. Both 
mom and baby are fine, as are proud grandparents Marilyn Coleman and Larry 
Ganong (and dad Stuart and older brother Jake). Shannon is an associate 
professor at the University of Connecticut, and Deirdre is not yet employed. 

 



GOOD NEWS 

Friday, 9/14/2007 

Every week we intend to share with you all of the good things that are happening 
to HDFS faculty members, students, alumni, and friends. Please send us your 
GOOD NEWS: 

Pigskin Preschool Filling Up 

 The Tigers are undefeated and when they win, Pigskin Preschool fil ls up fast. PP 
co-director Eva Sutton tells us that spots for Pigskin are going fast. Karen Kelley, 
CDL instructor and Pigskin co-director, is teaching a class on drop-in child care 
this year, and part of the studentÕs experiences will be working at Pigskin 
Preschool. Instruction, service, and philanthropy meet at Pigskin Preschool, now in 
its 4th decade at Mizzou! Thanks go to the Athletics Department for their help in 
promoting this program. 

 ParentLink makes a showing at Frail Elderly Conference 

 Dr. Kim Keller and Meg Roodhouse of ParentLink participated at the "Caring 
for the Frail Elderly" conference on August 24th here in Columbia at the Holiday 
Expo Center. They displayed a poster titled "Grandparents Raising Grandchildren: 
ParentLink and the University of Missouri Extension Support Grandfamilies." 
Parentlink is not just about young children and families Ð we cover the life course! 

 Going Online 

 This year HDFS is offering its first online courses. Larry Ganong is teaching 
Family Dynamics and Intervention to students who live from coast (Virginia) to 
coast (Seattle). Next semester Terri Cooney will be offering Aging and the Family 
to Mizzou students and to Great Plains IDEA students online. In addition, Adult 
Development will also be offered online next semester. Although it took us a while 
to get e-going, we are now tiptoeing into cyberspace and will soon be running full 
speed. Wish us luck! 

 A List You Don’t Want to be On 

 Last week a report was issued on Òlow-producingÓ degree programs over the past 
3 and 5 year periods and none of the HDFS degrees made this list. The latest issue 



of the HES statistical yearbook showed us with 44 baccalaureate grads, 10 masterÕs 
graduates, and 3 doctorates in 2006, the last full year for which such university-
wide stats were available. 

 A Reminder 

 Johnetta Morrison and the Diversity Lecture Committee reminds us that our 
2007 Diversity Lecture keynote will be delivered on October 5, 2007, 3:30 p.m. 
by Dr. Miguel Carranza, Professor of Sociology and Ethnic Studies, University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln in Jesse Wrench Auditorium. The topic is Welcoming Latinos to 
the U.S: Economic and Social Considerations. He has conducted research on 
Latinos in the mainstream as part of the Midwest Consortium for Latino Research 
and the Latino Research Initiative. Please note this is a change from the originally 
scheduled lecture date of October 18th. 

 “Brown Bags” Return 

 We are re-instituting a series of informal research talks. We called them brown 
bags because it was initially a lunch time affair. You can still bring a lunch in a 
bag, but it will be a late lunch, because this fallÕs series will be at 3:00 PM on 
selected Thursdays. The first talk of the year will be given by Annamaria 
Csizmadia, HDFS doctoral student. She will give a talk on her dissertation 
research on October 25 at 3:00 in Gentry 12. The title of her talk is: ÒBlack-White 
Biracial Children's Psychosocial Development from Kindergarten to 5th Grade: 
Links to Child, Family, and School Characteristics.Ó This will give Annamaria 
good practice for her future Òjob talksÓ when she applies for faculty positions, so 
come out and give her support! 

  

Congratulations to Women’s and Gender Studies! 

WomenÕs & Gender Studies is now a department in Arts and Sciences, and it is 
chaired by HDFS Adjunct Professor Jackie Litt. We expect to find many ways to 

collaborate with our colleagues in W&GS. Congratulations, Jackie!



GOOD NEWS 

Friday, 9/21/2007 

Every week we intend to share with you all of the good things that are happening 
to HDFS faculty members, students, alumni, and friends. Please send us your 
GOOD NEWS: 

 New Publications 

 Shapiro, A., & Cooney, T. M. (2007). Divorce and intergenerational relations 
across the life course. In T. J. Owens & J. J. Suitor (Eds.), Advances in the life 
course research. Volume 12: Interpersonal relations across the life course (pp. 
191-219). Elsevier. 

 Way to go, Terri! 

New Graduate! 

 Stephanie McGhee finished her MA degree this week. Stephanie is working in 
Kansas City for the state of Missouri. Besides finishing her degree while raising 
her children and working full time, Stephanie has future wedding plans. 
Congratulations, Stephanie! 

 When the Tigers win - Pigskin Flourishes!!  :-)  Go Tigers! 

 Pigskin Preschool continues to garner good public relations. For last weekÕs 
game reporters for KOMU-TV were on hand to film the kids and interview KK. 
Consequently, PP and KK made multiple TV appearances this week. Pigskin also 
will be contributing a free spot for the Texas A & M game as part of an HES 
fundraiser. Eva Sutton and Karen Kelley and the HDFS students are doing a 
fantastic job Ð you may read about them every week! 

Web Pages Overhauled 

 This summer Jessica Troilo and Eva Sutton updated, prettified, and generally 
improved the HDFS web pages. Check them out if you have not done so recently. 
This upgrading is a work in progress, so please check out http://hdfs.missouri.edu/ 
periodically. Good News is archived there as well if you need refrigerator door or 
scrapbook material. Thanks Jess and Eva! 



 Beat the Crowd and Take our Local “Legends” Out to Lunch 

 Four HDFS faculty who are National Council on Family Relations Fellows will be 
holding forth in Pittsburgh in November at the NCFR annual conference in 
something called ÒLunchinÕ with the LegendsÓ (a euphemism for old, we think). 
So, you might as well beat the crowd and ask Dean Steve Jorgensen and 
Professors Mark Fine, Marilyn Coleman, and Larry Ganong out to lunch right 
here at MU (Shakespeares? Booches? Murrys?). 

 Did You Know? 

HDFS has 158 undergraduate majors this fall, and 23 more students are HDFS 
minors! The majors include: 47 child life students, 34 family studies, 33 in child 
development and education, 24 in human development, 12 in family and consumer 
sciences education, and 8 dual majors with social work.



GOOD NEWS 

Friday, 9/28/2007 

Every week we intend to share with you all of the good things that are happening 
to HDFS faculty members, students, alumni, and friends. Please send us your 

GOOD NEWS:New Publications 

 Mindy MarkhamÕs thesis was published this week: 

 Markham, M., Ganong, L., & Coleman, M. (2007). Coparental identity and 
mothersÕ cooperation in coparental relationships. Family Relations, 56, 369-377. 

 ParentLink Reaches Out to Area Schools 

Kelsey Cunningham of the ParentLink WarmLine staff has spearheaded an effort 
to promote ParentLink services to the parents and students at Lee Elementary, 
Centralia School District, Longfellow Elementary, and Jefferson Elementary. She 
is also promoting a "Friday Folder" program with Mill Creek Elementary and Blue 
Ridge Elementary to provide ParentLink resources to parents by way of the 
children's "Friday folder." 

If She Looks Tired… 

 Debbie Harms, our fiscal officer and the woman who keeps us out of financial 
trouble, received her 10 year service award from MU last week. Congratulations, 
Debbie! HereÕs to 10 more! 

 Alum Helps Lead Oklahomans 

 HDFS alumnus Dr. Scott Harper is on the state Board of Directors of Oklahoma 
Council on Family Relations. Scott is an assistant professor at Oklahoma Christian 
College. 

 Cross Listing Courses 

 HDFS and the Sinclair School of Nursing doctoral program are going to cross-
list a few 9000-level courses. This will increase the efficiency of both units and 
should help doctoral (and some masterÕs) students plan programs of study. We do 
what we can.  


