
GOOD NEWS 

Friday, 5/2/2008 

  

 Every week we intend to share with you all of the good things that are happening 
to HDFS faculty members, students, alumni, and friends. Please do not be shy 
about sending us your GOOD NEWS: 

  

As our British friends would say, ‘this week is the last of the semester, but one.’ 
You might think of it as the penultimate week of the Spring semester. Whatever 
your label for it, we have one week until Reading Day! Now for more Good 
News… 

  

  

Publications 

  

Congratulations to Professors Larry Ganong and Marilyn Coleman and doctoral 
candidate Tanja Rothrauff for receiving notice of an accepted article: 

  

Ganong, L ., Coleman, M., & Rothrauff, T. (in press). Patterns of assistance 
between adult children and older adults, Journal of Social and Personal 
Relationships. 

  

  

Summer Work (and Travel) 



  

Blumenthal Fellow and doctoral student Toni Crowell has been rehired this 
summer as adjunct faculty at Wheelock College (Boston, MA) to instruct their 
Hospitalized Child in England Course. The course is a 5 week immersion program 
in which child life students and professionals work alongside Hospital Play 
Specialists (the UK's version of CCLS's). Toni was a student in the course way 
back in 1997 and then taught it previously in 2006. 

  

  

Honors and Scholarships 

  

The following undergraduates received letters informing them that they will be 
receiving HDFS Scholarships: 

  

Robyn Tenney           The Lois Bryant Memorial Scholarship (Lois was a beloved 
faculty 

member and alumnus who died in a car accident several years ago. Lois was active 
in the community as well as being a leader on campus). 

  

Jessica Heman           The Virginia Lee Fisher  Gumption Award (Ginny Fisher  
was CDL Director and department chair decades ago. She flew planes for the 
Army Air Corps in World War II and embodied the concept of “gumption.”)    

  

Latonya Lewis           Elizabeth Vemer  Memorial Minority Scholarship 
(Elizabeth was another faculty member and alumnus who died too young. She and 
her husband, Turner Vemer, were long-time Columbia community leaders.) 



  

In addition, doctoral candidate Jessica Troilo received the Marilyn Coleman 
Outstanding Graduate Student Award. This award is bestowed by the faculty to 
a student who has been outstanding in research, teaching, and service activities. It 
is named in honor of Curator’s Professor Marilyn Coleman. 

  

Congratulations, Robyn, Jessica H., Latonya, and Jessica T. We are very proud 
of all of you!  

  

Milestones 

  

Emily Minkel finished her masters’ in Child Life. Congratulations, Emily! 

  

  

Winning Comes in Many Ways 

  

Dr. Terr i Cooney won a $25 gift certificate from Amazon as part of the 
Gerontological Society of America’s drive to obtain new members. Doctoral 
student Jacqui Benson joined GSA so Terri was put in a lottery and she won. This 
was announced in the most recent issue of the Gerontology News, a publication of 
GSA. We hear that Jacqui was excited to be mentioned in the Gero News – now 
she is in the HDFS Good News, too! Congratulations, Terr i and Jacqui! 

 

 



GOOD NEWS 

Friday, 5/9/2008 

  

 Every week we intend to share with you all of the good things that are happening 
to HDFS faculty members, students, alumni, and friends. Please do not be shy 
about sending us your GOOD NEWS: 

 

Today is Reading Day (appropriate, since you are reading this). Finals begin 
tomorrow (yes, on Saturday) and graduation is next weekend. Summer is nearly 
here. The Good News could stop here, but there is much more to come.  

 

Proposal Funded     

Congratulations to Dr. Sara Gable for receiving funding for:       

Child Weight Status, Social Development and Academic Achievement During the 
Elementary School Years: A Longitudinal Analysis Using Data from the Early 
Childhood Longitudinal Study-Kindergarten Class of 1998 (ECLS-K).  Project 
Directors:  Sara Gable & Joanne Guthrie.  Food Assistance and Nutrition Research 
Programs, Cooperative Research Agreement (project period:  9/1/08 - 
8/31/09).      Way to go, Sara!       

 

Trivial Pursuit?     

 

CDL Director Jessie Darko thanks many people for the successful Trivia Night 
Fundraiser held at Sacred Heart Activity Center in Columbia last Saturday night. 
The fundraiser was a great success!  We expanded from eight tables of last year to 
21 tables of participants thus year, including an understaffed table of HDFS faculty 
(although the table of Jean Ispa, Nelson Cowan, Marilyn Coleman, Larry Ganong, 



Terri Cooney, and trivia guru Adam Bickford was two people short of a full table, 
they crushed the HDFS graduate student table of Johnathon Beckmeyer, Ashley 
Blake, Marilyn Preston, Chenyi Zhang, Claire Cook [although she did some 
amazing math], Alicia Boatright, Hailey Stout, and Erica Neely). Trivia Night 
raised $2,614 toward our CDL tuition scholarships for low income families. A 
special thanks to Teri Keene, Angela Chronis, and Erin Angst for their untiring 
dedication to making this event a success. Look for Trivia Night III next year.       

 

Initiated     

 

Initiated recently into Honorary Academic Societies in HES were:     

Phi U Initiates:   

Lauren Fairfax, Katie Karl,  Allison Lockridge,  Emily Moorkamp,  Nora 
Povse,  Amina Rehman,  Kara Sussman, and  Justyn Witt     

 

Initiated into Kappa Omicron Nu were:  Nora Povse,  Kara Sussman  

 

Congratulations Lauren, Katie, Allison, Emily, Nora (twice), Amina, Kara (twice), 
and Justyn! We are proud of you!       

 

Milestones     

 

Call her Dr. Porter, please. Nori Porter, who is an instructor at Washington State 
University, defended her dissertation last week. It was entitled, "Japanese and U.S. 
Mothers' Concerns and Experts' Advice: Content Analyses of Mothers' Questions on 
Online Message Boards and Experts' Advice in Parenting Magazines." 
Congratulations, Dr. Nori Porter! 



Friday, 5/16/2008 

  

 Every week we intend to share with you all of the good things that are 
happening to HDFS faculty members, students, alumni, and friends. Please 
do not be shy about sending us your GOOD NEWS: 

  

  

This is it for  the year! Congratulations, new MU graduates! Don’t forget 
to keep sharing your good news with us over the summer – see you in the 
Fall. 

Travel News 

A few months ago Marilyn Coleman sent an email to the graduate 
student listserve that included several international opportunities. One of 
these was to go to South Korea for a month this summer to teach English, 
set up through the MU Asian Affairs Center and the Government of South 
Korea. New Child Life graduate Sandy Bruner  applied and was 
accepted. She leaves mid-July to teach 6th and 7th graders alongside a 
Korean teacher (who knows English). There are about 30 other MU grads 
going and they will be joined by the same number of grads from Oregon 
State. All expenses are paid plus a small stipend. Congratulations, Sandy! 
Have fun and learn a lot! 

Sandy tells us that when she returns from Korea she will be looking for a 
"real" job in Child Life. 

  

BS Graduates in HDFS 

The following students are about to become alumni. Hooray for you! 
Congratulations and best wishes! 

  



Kather ine Louise Alvis 

Heather  Anthony 

Tonae Raechelle Atkinson 

Cortney A Banks 

Brittney Ann Beattie 

Bethany Nichole Beggs 

Marie Jacqueline Bradford 

Marshall D Brown 

Melanie Ann Dickens 

Kather ine A Gibbs 

Katr ina (Wiedemann) Grunzinger  

Rebecca Sue Hale 

Jessica Nicole Heman 

Kelli Renee Hunolt 

Rachele Elaine Jones 

ChaRae Elizabeth Kingsley 

Sarah Ann Kohler  

Chr ista M Leake 

Tatiana Lobkowski 

Clarissa Rae Lor enz 



Tessa Adrienne Louis 

Kindel Noel McI lroy 

Lydia Marie Miller  

Sarah Johanna Oldham 

Nora Kathryn Povse 

Amina Rehman 

Sara Ann Simon 

Jennifer  Van Engelenhoven 

Amber Nicole Van Gorp 

Nicole Renee Verslues 

Cassie Lynn Wampler  

Kristin M Wheeler  

  

  

Alumnus Becomes Editor  

  

Dr. Joan Turner , HDFS alumnus, is the new Editor of the Child Life 
Bulletin/Focus. Joan is an associate professor in Halifax, Nova Scotia. 
Congratulations, Joan! 

  

  



  

No Wonder We are Tired 

  

Dean Stephen Jorgensen (and HDFS Professor), told co-chairs Jean 
Ispa and Lar ry Ganong this week that HDFS generated 23.12% of the 
College’s student credit hours in academic year 2007-2008. Good work! 

  

  

Finally 

  

Dr. Lar ry Ganong has been appointed by UM Vice President Steve Graham 
to the University of Missouri Manual Pacheco Award Committee. This award 
recognizes academic leadership, and is named after the former UM system 
President. 

 

Milestones 

 

����Melissa Scheer completed her masters' degree in HDFS this week. 
Congratulations, Melissa! 

 

!!!!!!Papers and Posters Accepted at NCFR!!!! 

 

There will no doubt be more acceptances coming, but graduate students Tyler 
Jamison and Mindy Markham received word this week that their proposals to 
present research were accepted for the National Council on Family Relations' 



Annual Conference in November. Marilyn Coleman and Larry Ganong are 
co-authors of Mindy's poster. Congratulations, Tyler and Mindy! 

 

!!!!More to Korea!!!! 

 

Denise Mauzy, HDFS instructor and staff member of the Center for Family 
Policy and Research, informs us that Alli Stramschror is going to Korea with 
Sandy Bruner and other MU folks to teach English.  She is taking leave from 
her position with OPEN (A CFPR project), but will return in August. 
Congratulations, Alli!���� 

 

New Contr acts for  the Center !!!! 

 

The Center for Family Policy and Research and Center Director Kathy 
Thornburg have obtained renewals of several grants. They are: The Starting 
Up or Expanding Early Childhood Centers in Missouri project, and contracts 
with state agencies DSS and DESE for the Professional Achievement and 
Recognition System (PARS). Congratulations, Kathy and the CFPR team! 


