
Good News: December 7 

 

Here is something to celebrate - today is Reading Day (for Oldtimers reading this, 
today is Stop Day). Graduation is next weekend, and new HDFS Graduates will be 
named in next week’s Good News. Good luck to all during Finals Week. 

  

  

Good News for Current and Future Students 

  

Thought the course catalogue was looking thin? This week 22 new courses were 
approved by the Graduate Faculty Senate. Most of these will be part of the new 
Youth Development and Gerontology online masters’ degrees offered as part of the 
Great Plains IDEA. Interested prospective students should email DOGS and 
Curator’s Professor Marilyn Coleman at colemanma@missouri.edu. 

  

  

HDFS Celebrates and Studies Diversity 

  

Yesterday, Dr. Michael C. Lamber t, Millsap Professor in Human Development 
and Family Studies presented his research on "Strength-Based Assessment and 
Intervention Procedures for Children and Adolescents of African Heritage" as part 
of the "Diversity in Action: Bridging Research and Practice" Brown Bag Series 
sponsored by the Chancellor's Diversity Initiative. This series of research-based 
presentations is designed to inform scholars, students, and practitioners of 
diversity-related research at Mizzou. 

  



  

NCFR Announces Organizational Awards 

  

One of the recipients of the National Council on Family Relation’s prestigious 
awards for 2007 was HDFS alumnus Dr. Velma McBr ide Murry, Professor at the 
University of Georgia. She received The Marie Peters Award, presented to a 
family professional who has made a significant contribution to the area of Ethnic 
Minority families. We are very proud of VelmaÕs contributions to the study of 
African American families. 

  

  

Second Generation Awards, or the Academic Tr ickle Down Phenomenon 

  

The NCFR award for the Outstanding Research Proposal from a Feminist 
Perspective went to Lyndal Bee Lian Khaw of the University of Illinois. Lyndal is 
the advisee of Dr. Jen Hardesty, MU HDFS alumnus. An article based on JenÕs 
dissertation won an award a few years ago as the best feminist scholarship (The 
Jessie Bernard Award), along with co-author and advisor Dr. Larry Ganong. That 
means that Larry is kind of like Lyndal’s academic grandfather, so we celebrate 
her honor and Jen HardestyÕs excellent research and advising in the Good News. 
We are proud of Jen and congratulate Lyndal, an honorary Tiger for today! 

  

  

He Coordinates - and He Juggles Ð Work and Family 

  

HDFS 2400 TA Coordinator and doctoral student Anthony James was on a panel 
this week of current MU faculty and graduate students for a Professional 



Development Seminar (PDS) on Balancing Family and Academic Careers. The 
seminar was open to all graduate students and postdoctoral scholars. Anthony has 
a wife and two children and is in the National Guard, having served in the war in 
Iraq before attending graduate school. We are very proud of Anthony, and lend 
him much sympathy this year (he is a Chicago Bears fan). 

  

Child L ife Has Good News 

  

Jessica Pike, HDFS graduate student alumnus, has passed the Child Life 
Certification Exam, and is an official Certified Child Life Specialist (CCLS). She 
is also graduating with a second master's in health education this month. Way to go 
Jessica! 

  

Child Life Students are planning to complete their internships next semester 
include: Graduate students, Emily Minkel (Mercy Children's Hospital in Kansas 
City, MO) and Sandy Bruner  (Duke University Health System in Durham, NC), 
and undergraduate students Rebecca Hale (Kapi'olani Medical Center for Women 
and Children in Honolulu, HI), Kate Gibbs (Cincinnati Children's Hospital in 
Cincinnati, OH), and ChaRae Kingsley (Cardinal Glennon Children's Hospital in 
St. Louis, MO). These are prestigious internships, and we are very proud of all of 
you. Have a great Spring Semester! 

  

  

More Alumni News 

  

Sumer  Cooley was accepted into social work graduate programs at both SLU and 
Washington U in St/ Louis. She was offered a $30,000 scholarship to Wash U, and 
will matriculate there. Congratulations, Sumer !!! 



  

Er ica Wi lliams, BS alumnus from 1993, is a licensed clinical social worker who 
has recently published a book called A Mother's Journey. It is a book designed to 
help adolescent young mothers deal with their changing bodies during pregnancy 
and how to get a support system during and after birth. Congratulations, Er ica! 

  

  

HDFS . . . Unleashed 

  

HDFS students are on the hardwoods this year. Tiger senior forward and three year 
letterman Marshall Brown is an HDFS major, and junior forward Demarre 
Carroll is a general studies major emphasizing Communication Studies and 
HDFS. Demarre is working this fall as an undergraduate research assistant with 
Dr. Marilyn Coleman and Dr. Larry Ganong. In addition, Marilyn and Dr. 
Duane Rudy will be Honorary Coaches during this basketball season. Marilyn 
assumes her duties tomorrow against Purdue. Cheer for all of the Tigers, but save a 
loud yell for Marshall, Demarre, and our HDFS “coaches.” 
 



Good News: December 14 

 

This is the final Good News of the Fall Semester. This was a great year in 
many ways – here’s to 2008 being even better! 

  

Faculty Publications 

  

Lambert, M. C., Williams, S. G.,  Morrison, J. W., Mayfield, W. A., 
Thornburg, K. R., & Samms-Vaughan, M. E. (in press). Evaluating the 
indicators for the Language-Reasoning Scale of the Early Childhood 
Environment Rating Scale-Revised (ECERS-R) in Caribbean classrooms. 
International Journal of Early Years Education. 

  

  

Milestones 

  

HES graduation ceremonies will be held Saturday at 4:30 in Jesse Hall 
Auditorium. The following undergraduates will receive their degrees: 

  

Janna Layne Starr 

Maria Ann DePriest 

Sara Jane 
Nelson(Sandmeie
r) 



Alaina Calire Wissehr 

Jami Louise Swindell 

Shelley Victoria Williams 

Jolyn B. Knapp 

Crystal Marie Morris 

Amy 
Elizabet
h Blackburn 

Tara 
Elizabet
h Temmen 

Sherry Lynn Tonsor 

Brandi White Bickhaus 

Jenna 
Katherin
e Ross 

  

Congratulations to each of you and best of luck in the future. We are proud 
of you! 

  

Tanja Rothrauff passed her doctoral comprehensive exams and is now a 
doctoral candidate. Congratulations on this step forward, Tanja! 

  

  

She is Back (Although She Never Left) 

  



HDFS Professor Emeritus and Center for Family Policy and Research 
Director Dr. Kathy Thornburg has been appointed by Provost Foster to 
be co-director of the Thompson Center for Autism and 
Neurodevelopmental Disorders at MU. She will join Dr. Nancy Farmer, 
who was the Thompson Center Director. Kathy has thus un-retired (who 
knew this was a word, much less do-able?). Congratulations, Kathy – 
good luck!  

  

  

Coleman Leads Tigers to Victory 

  

Curator’s Professor Dr. Marilyn Coleman was the Honorary Coach for 
the men’s basketball game against Purdue last Saturday. She was 
instrumental in the Tigers thrilling come-from-behind win. Negotiations 
have begun with Coach Mike Anderson – it is rumored that Marilyn will 
be named co-coach (if the Thompson Center can do it, so can the Tigers 
hoopsters). Way to go Coach Coleman! 

  

Word has it that Marshall Brown, HDFS senior, gave an inspiring talk to 
the team in the waning minutes of the game. Thanks for being a team 
leader, Marshall! 

  

  

Philanthropy Update 

  

This report comes from Linley Snyder on behalf of MUCFR and 
HDFSSA: 



  

With the donations from our department members, we were able to raise 
$533 for the family we sponsored through the Voluntary Action Center! 

Because of your generosity: the teenage daughter will receive drawing 
supplies (large sketch book and different drawing tools such as art-school-
grade pencils and colored pencils, charcoal, and erasers) a book from her 
favorite author and a Barnes and Noble gift certificate (to buy more when 
more titles are in stock!), the little boy will get two large toys (one remote 
controlled and both with extra batteries), the two adults have a new 
coffeemaker (with filters), and the family has 4 new plates and 4 new 
bowls.  These gifts were requested by the family and totaled $138.  The 
check donations allow our family to receive $395 in grocery store 
vouchers that will help pay for much more than one holiday meal. Thanks 
again for your willingness to support the family!  

  

  

  

Have a great holiday break and come back to Mizzou for a super 2008! 
Go Tigers! 

  


