
GOOD NEWS 

Friday, 4/4/2008 
  
 Every week we intend to share with you all  of the good things that are happening to HDFS faculty 
members, students, alumni, and friends. Please do not be shy about sending us your GO OD NEWS: 
  
When Spring finally arrives in Columbia (i t is sort of  here), we will really have some Good News. 
Until  then, we work inside and generate human Good News!  
  

Department of Nutritional Sciences and HDFS Have an Exciting New Project 
  
Sometimes dreams do come true. Last fall  HDFS Co-chairs Jean Ispa and Larry Ganong met with 
CDL Director Jessie Darko and Nutri tional Sciences Chair Chris Hardin to discuss the possibili ty of 
creating a new ki tchen in the ground fl oor of  Gwynn Hall  for use by the CDL and Nutri tional 
Sciences. We envisioned a place where meals could be prepared for the CDL, research could be 
conducted, and instructional activi ties for both HDFS and Nutri tion students could take place. Dr. 
Hardin had some plans drawn up for the western half of GwynnÕs Ògarden levelÓ and he began 
working behind the scenes to find money to help make this dream a reali ty. Dean (and HDFS 
Professor) Steve Jorgensen and Associate Dean Margie Sable apparently found some money on the 
sidewalk or something, because Phase 1 of  Nutri tional SciencesÕ plans for Gwynn are underway. Wi th 
a target date of fall , 2009, the CDL/Nutri tional Sciences Ki tchen Project is underway! Dr. Hardin had 
plans drawn up that will include a ki tchen, a dining area, a pantry, a restroom that is handicap 
accessible, and an observation booth for research. HDFS Associate Professor and Extension State 
Specialist Dr. Sara Gable will be consulting on the design because of  her expertise on research on 
child obesity/overweight. Nikki Raedeke, Instructional Assistant Professor of Nutri tional Sciences 
and dietetics also will be consulting on the project. There is much work to be done to complete this 
exciting new project, but we are on our way. Thanks to Chris Hardin, Dean Jorgensen, and 
Margie Sable for helping get this ki tchen project off  the ground!  

  
  

Another “Founding” Editorial Board Member in our Midst 
  
 In addition to HDFS Co-chair Larry Ganong and CuratorÕs Professor Marilyn Coleman, assistant 
professor Dr. Chris Proulx has also been asked to serve on the Editorial Board of  the National 
Council on Family RelationsÕ newest publication, The Journal for Family Theory and Review. This is 
a rare honor for one so early in her career. Congratulations, Chris! 
  
By the way, Chris’ latest study on married couples has been shared in the popular press across the 
world (Canada, Australia) and in the U.S. (US News and World Report and CBS News, among others, 
have reported on her work). Congratulations, Chris! 
  
  

  
HDFS Faculty and Alumni Do Well in NCFR Elections 

  
The following MU folks were elected to section positions in the National Council  on Family 
Relations: 
Education &  Enrichment Section: 
Student/New Professional Ð Dr. David Schramm, CFLE and MU Assistant Professor and Extension 
State Specialist 
Family and Health Section: 
Secretary/Treasurer Ð Dr. M. Elise Radina, CFLE and MU HDFS alumnus and Assistant Professor at 
Mi ami Universi ty. 



Family Science Section: 
Vice Chair Ð Dr. Jason D. Hans and MU HDFS alumnus and Assistant Professor at the Universi ty of  
Kentucky. 

Congratulations Dave, Elise and Jason!  Do good work! 
  
  

Loyalty Points 
  
Several HDFS employees will be recognized next week for their service to MU. Debbie Harms, 
our fiscal officer, has been at MU for 10 years, Vikki Shahan, Student Services Director, 
Associate Dean of HES Student Services, and an HDFS doctoral student also had served for 10 
years. Honors also go to Dee Ann Sneed (10 years) and Roberta Martie-Moss (5 years) of the 
Child Development Laboratory. Finally, Terri Tatum, fiscal officer of the Center for Family 
Policy and Research has been at MU for 15 years. Thanks to all of you for your loyalty and good 
work for HDFS! Congratulations Debbie, Vikki, Dee Ann, Roberta, and Terri! 
  
  

The Weekly Toni Update 
  
Doctoral student Toni Crowell spoke at a Graduate School Breakfast on March 28, sharing her 
international work with children who have clef t palates. You are a great representative of  HDFS, 
Toni!  Thanks for all  that you do! 

  
  

HDFS Students Run for Cancer 
  
Linley Snyder let us know that HDFS students will be participating in the American Cancer 
Society's Relay For Life at Mizzou from April  12-13.  I f would like to support the HDFS team and 
the American Cancer Society, one way is by visiting our team's website to see who is involved and 
donating through the site or in person.  No donation amount is too small !   
  
Another way to show support is by buying a luminary in honor or memory of  a loved one who has 
battled cancer. At the Relay event, a candle will be lit in a bag with his or her name on i t and the 
names will be read during the special luminary ceremony. These are only $5; please email Graham 
McCaulley for more information or buy one from our team website.  Thank you for your support 
of this worthy cause! 
  
http://main.acsevents.org/site/TR?pg=team& fr_id=5816& team_id=221084 
  
  

Milestones 
  
Sandy Holmes successfully defended her masterÕs project today and will be graduating in May. 
Congratulations, Sandy! 
  
Chenyi Zhang has been accepted into the doctoral program in HDFS at Purdue Universi ty. Is there 
a Chinese Year of the Boilermaker? Al though we think not (Year of  the Tigers rule!), we wish 
congratulations to Chenyi Ð we will miss him! 



GOOD NEWS 

Friday, 4/11/2008 
  
 Every week we intend to share with you all of the good things that are happening to HDFS faculty 
members, students, alumni, and friends. Please do not be shy about sending us your GOOD NEWS: 
  
Ok - Spring appears to be here in all of its rainy glory. There are four (4) weeks left of classes, if you are 
counting. Please stay dry and enjoy this weekÕs Good News! 
  
  

Really, All of Our Seniors are Outstanding 
  
Here are the names of HDFS students who were offi cially recognized this week as ÒOutstanding Seniors.Ó 
To be selected by the faculty for this honor, the students had to have earned good grades and to have 
performed some volunteer public service while at MU. 
  
 Cortney Banks 
Jessica Heman           
Charae Kingsley                
Tessa Louis 
Sarah Oldham 
Jami Swindell 
Katrina Weidemann 
  
This is truly a group that deserves this recognitions, Congratulations, Cortney, Jessica, Charae, Tessa, 
Sarah, Jami, and Katrina! We are proud of you! 
  
  

Our Graduate Students are Outstanding, Too 
  
The following graduate students have been selected to receive a graduate fellowship or scholarship for 
next year. The fi rst four were selected by the HES Graduate Fellowships &  Awards Committee. 
  
Ashley Blake -  G. Maxene Harris Fellowship 
Tyler Jamison Ð Adeline M. Hoffman Scholarship 
Jacqui Benson - Mary L. Johnson Scholarship 
Ashlie Harris  - Piper Fellowship 
  
In addition to these students, the Graduate School awarded a Gus Ridgel Fellowship to Jessica 
Scott, an incoming doctoral student. Congratulations, Ashley, Tyler, Jacqui, Ashlie, and 
Jessica! 
  
  
  

Our Faculty and Staff are Outstanding as Well! 
  



Dr. Johnetta Morrison was selected to be the recipient of the Distinguished Faculty Service Award at 
the HES Luncheon this week. This is a well-deserved honor for Dr. Morrison. Congratulations, 
Johnetta!  
  
In addition, Debbie Harms, our fi scal offi cer for HDFS received the HES Outstanding Staff Award. 
Debbie has a huge job managing the finances of the department and the CDL, and she does her job well. 
Congratulations, Debbie! 
  
  

So are Our Alumni 
  
Dr. Jason Hans, HDFS alumnus (3 degrees) received the Provost Outstanding Teaching Award at the 
University of Kentucky, where he is an assistant professor of Family Studies. Jason won the Anderson 
Teaching Award for GTAs when he was a doctoral student at Mizzou, so clearly he knows what he is 
doing in the classroom. Congratulations, Jason!  
  
  

The Journal of Family Theory and Research Clearly Needs MU 
  
Dr. Mark Fine has been named to the JFTR Editorial Board. In addition to Mark, Dr. Chris Proulx, Dr. 
Larry Ganong, and CuratorÕs Professor Marilyn Coleman also serve on this board. Needless to say, we 
are well-represented.  
  
  

Elected 
  

Dr. Mark Fine has been selected to serve on the MU Campus Committee on Research Responsibility for 
a one year term. He will represent HES. Dr. Michael Lambert will serve as an alternate to the MU 
Campus Committee on Tenure for one year, representing the College. Congratulations and thanks for 
serving Mark and Michael!   
  
  

Another Big Honor 
  
Melanie Dickens, a senior in HDFS, tells us that this Saturday, April 12th, is the Relay for Life.  Relay for 
Life is an event to celebrate those who have won the fight against cancer, to remember those we have lost 
to this horrible disease, and to fight back in hopes for a cure. Melanie is a 2 year cancer survivor, 
currently 16 months in remission, and she and her mother have been asked to cut the ribbon to start out 
the even with the survivor lap! Congratulations, Melanie! You may be the biggest winner of all in this 
weekÕs Good News! We are proud of you, Melanie! 



 

GOOD NEWS 

Friday, 4/18/2008 
  
 Every week we intend to share with you all of the good things that are happening to HDFS faculty 
members, students, alumni, and friends. Please do not be shy about sending us your GOOD NEWS: 
  
Football season starts tomorrow with the Black and Gold Game. The countdown beginsÉ  

Yet Another Award for HDFS! 

Dr. Jean Ispa, HDFS professor and co-chair, received the MU Graduate Faculty Mentor Award 
on Thursday, April 16, 2008, at the 2008 Graduate School Awards Reception. Jean has been a 
wonderful mentor to decades of MU graduate students, and this honor is certainly well deserved. 
Congratulations, Jean! 

  
HDFS Students Present at UM Nursing Research Day 

  
HDFS doctoral students Chiunghsin Chang (we call her Joanne) and Kathy Ball presented posters at 
the 10th Annual UM Nursing Research Day, April 17, 2008. Chiunghsin/Joanne presented two posters. 
These graduate students work as research assistants for Dr. Linda Bullock, Professor of the MU Sinclair 
School of Nursing. Linda has a joint appointment in HDFS, and does great research on rural families. 
Congratulations, Chiunghsin/Joanne and Kathy, and thanks, Dr. Bullock for being such a good 
supporter of HDFS.  
  
  

Another Good Deed 
  
Graduate students of the Human Development and Family Studies Department had a big presence at this 
year's Relay for Life. According to Graham McCaulley, they raised over $1100 for the American Cancer 
Society. They would like to thank everyone who supported the team. Congratulations, team! 

  

Milestones 

Annamaria Csizmadia, doctoral candidate in HDFS, has been offered a position in the HDFS 
Department at the University of Connecticut, with primary responsibilities at the Stamford 
regional campus. She will also be teaching graduate courses at the Storrs campus on a rotational 
basis. She joins HDFS alumnus (3 degrees) Dr. Shannon Weaver on the UConn faculty. 
Congratulations, Annamaria! 

  

New Students 



According to CuratorÕs Professor and Director of Graduate Studies Marilyn Coleman, we will 
have 6 new PhD students and 6 new masterÕs students in the Fall. We also accepted 3 new 
graduate students for the Spring Semester, meeting Marilyn’s goal of recruiting 15 new 
students. These students will be coming to us from across the nation, as well as MU (from 
several departments on campus).  

  

New Programs 

HDFS learned this week that our proposed online masterÕs degrees in Youth Development and 
Gerontology have been approved by the University. We await the approval of the Missouri Coordinating 
Board for Higher Education as the final step in the process of offi cially starting these programs. We have 
already started teaching online courses as part of the Great Plains IDEA, a consortium of 11 Midwestern 
universities. 



GOOD NEWS 

Friday, 4/25/2008 
  
 Every week we intend to share with you all of the good things that are happening 
to HDFS faculty members, students, alumni, and friends. Please do not be shy 
about sending us your GOOD NEWS: 
 

This week has not only good news, it has great news! Read on...     

 

New Emphasis Areas and Certificate Programs Approved     

 

It took as long as a pregnancy, but the delivery was not nearly as painful. At long 
last, we heard from University Hall officials that MA emphasis areas in 
Gerontology and Youth Development have been officially approved. We also now 
have 3 graduate certificate programs - Youth Development Specialist, Youth 
Development Program Management and Evaluation, and Gerontology. All of these 
are taught in conjunction with the Great Plains IDEA, a consortium of 11 
universities in the Midwest and West. Distance students may earn Master's degrees 
from HDFS at MU in these fields. This semester we are teaching two courses for 
the Great Plains IDEA, and we will offer summer and fall courses in both emphasis 
areas. Tell your friends!      

 

 More HDFS Honors     

 

For the last few weeks we have been happy to share news about the many award 
winners in HDFS. This week, we congratulate Extension Regional Specialist 
Renette Wardlow, who won the Lifetime Achievement Award from University 
Extension. This award was announced at the Extension  Celebration of Excellence 
Award banquet at the HES Extension Spring Faculty Update in Columbia on April 
7-9 at the Holiday Inn Select Executive Center. Congratulations, Renette!      



 

Toni Crowell, doctoral student in Child Life, was tapped into the Rollins Society at 
MU last week. This society is one of the most prestigious honor groups at MU. 
Honorees of the Rollins Society are members of the MU community who have 
made a real difference in the lives of individuals both within and outside of the 
university. Congratulations, Toni!     

 

Alumnus Dr. Jen Hardesty, assistant professor at the University of Illinois, won 
two teaching awards this spring. She won the 2008 Faculty Award for Excellence 
in Teaching (Colleges of ACES) at Ill inois, and the 2008 NACTA Teacher Fellow 
Award, given by the North American Colleges & Teachers of Agriculture. Jen was 
a great Graduate Instructor when she was at MU. The teaching awards that Jen 
Hardesty and Jason Hans at the University of Kentucky won recently suggest that 
we do a good job of preparing our doctoral students to teach. A small 
congratulations to us and a big one (times 2) to Jen - we are proud of you!       

 

Milestones     

 

Alicia Boatwright and Sandra Bruner finished their master's degrees this past 
week. Congratulations, Alicia and Sandy!       

 

New HDFS Regional Specialist is an Alumnus     

 

Jessica (Johnson) Trussell is one of our new HDFS Regional Specialists. Jessica is 
an MU HDFS alum (she was Jessica Johnson back then).  She'll be taking the 
position previously held by Diane Kerns in the NW Region (Chillicothe). 
Welcome back, Jessica!       

 



Contributions to the Graduate School     

 

Scott Tobias, doctoral candidate in HDFS, presented at "Adventures in Education" 
last weekend. This is a program for kids to come in and see how and what graduate 
school is all about. His presentation involved showing parents how concepts from 
psychology were embedded within video games, and how this relates to research 
that we can conduct. The resulting research may give us a better understanding of 
how video games impact children in both positive and negative ways. Oh, and the 
kids (and some parents) got to play a Nintendo Wii with Scott. 


